Introduced by Council Member Schellenberg and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Morgan, Carter, Hazouri and Anderson: 

RESOLUTION 2018-391
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMEMORATING THE CONSTRUCTION OF “ROSENWALD SCHOOLS” IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY THROUGH A PARTNERSHIP OF  PHILANTHROPIST JULIUS ROSENWALD, EDUCATOR BOOKER T. WASHINGTON, AND THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITIES THEY SERVED, INCLUDING THE WEST JACKSONVILLE SCHOOL IN DUVAL COUNTY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Julius Rosenwald, a child of German immigrants, was born in 1862 in Springfield, Illinois, dropped out of high school to become an apprentice to his uncles in the garment manufacturing industry in New York City, became a manufacturer of men’s ready-go-wear suits, and ultimately joined forces with fellow entrepreneur Richard Sears to form the company that became Sears, Roebuck and Company, which he ran as President for more than 20 years, accumulating a vast personal fortune; and


WHEREAS, in 1910 Mr. Rosenwald read the autobiography of the great African-American educator Booker T. Washington, and was greatly moved by his personal story and by the fact that following the Civil War only 5 percent of freed slaves were literate and educational opportunities for African-Americans were severely limited in the Jim Crow era. He met Mr. Washington, donated a substantial sum of money to Tuskegee Institute of which Washington was the President, and the two formed a partnership to jointly fund and promote the construction of schools across the South to educate these citizens; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Rosenwald celebrated his 50th birthday by giving away nearly $700,000 (the equivalent of $16 million in current dollars) and urged other wealthy individuals to do the same in support of worthy causes under the slogan “Give While You Live”; and

WHEREAS, Julius Rosenwald and Booker T. Washington believed greatly in self-help and self-reliance, and Mr. Rosenwald only donated funds to the construction of schools in places where the local community or the state would provide matching funds, which they did by the thousands between 1912 and his death in 1932, with 4,977 Rosenwald schools and 380 complementary buildings being constructed during that period stretching from Maryland to Texas; and

WHEREAS, one Rosenwald school was constructed in Jacksonville – the West Jacksonville school built in 1930-31 at a cost of $4,000 ($600 from Mr. Rosenwald, $500 from white county residents, and $2,900 from the county) to educate the county’s African-American residents; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commemorates the philanthropy of former Sears, Roebuck and Company President Julius Rosenwald and his partnership with famed educator Booker T. Washington to promote the construction of nearly 5,000 “Rosenwald Schools” across the South in the early 20th century to educate African-American students, including the West Jacksonville School.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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